MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN GOD, MY SAVIOR.
LUKE 1:47
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 23, 2018
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St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church

These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31
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WELCOME AND BLESSINGS ON THIS DAY!

Guests and visitors, thank you for joining us for our worship service today. We pray
that your faith will be nourished through God's Word.

The restrooms are located in the basement and in the fellowship area by the covered
entryway.

Our order of service is printed for you in this worship folder. The songs, if not printed,
are found in the red hymnbooks in front of you.

Your children are always welcome at St. John's. Most Sundays include a children's
lesson. If your little one is having a difficult day, please feel free to use the open area in
the entryway. Our worship service is broadcast on closed circuit.

We look forward to meeting you and invite you to visit us again soon.

HYMNS FOCUS IN WORSHIP TODAY
Love is rarely a gift. Typically, when you love someone you are getting

24 something in return. You love your family members in part because of
the support and affection they show you. You love your dog because he
23 gives you companionship and never complains or criticizes you. Such

love is not a gift. It is deserved. When does love in those situations
become underserved? When the family member sins against you or the
dog doesn't stop biting you. With God, love is always a gift. It is always
underserved. At Christmas, God gave his Son to save those who sinned
against him. All because of Love! Love that is truly a gift!
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A hearing aid headphone is available for use if you would like to try this service.

@ For those with hearing aids, we are equipped with a hearing loop on the T switch.




ORDER OF SERVICE

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

OPENING HYMN: 24 THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME
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CONFESSION

[M] Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and that | have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your punishment both now and in

eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, |
pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy on us Christ, have mer-cy
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on us. Lord, have mer-cy on us. A - men




[M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son Aand
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[M] Inthe peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY TO GOD

Gloria in Excelsis



